Lowell School Site Council Minutes

Monday, April 5, 2010
The meeting was called to order in room 136 at 3:47 PM by Tom Chambers, Chair. Absent excused: Makaela Haeger, Lincoln Lam, Chae Kim, Joyce Sun. Absent: Liz Perle.  
I. Approval of minutes from meeting of March 22, 2010.  The minutes were not available.

II. Public comment
A. Dorothy Ong, Chair of World Languages Dept.--Presently, 3 world languages teachers teach 1.2 FTE College & Career and Driver’s Ed classes. These teachers need these classes to have a 1.0 position at Lowell. If College & Career classes aren’t funded, we may have to drop certain languages, like Japanese and Korean and increase class size in Spanish.

B. Tom Chambers, Chair of Math Dept.—There is one scheduled retirement in the math dept. for next year. With the present staffing allotted for next year, he has to consolidate a 2.6 FTE, leaving a .4 teacher. A .4 teacher receives no benefits. The math dept. can offer one .2 ROP class for next year, if enough students sign up for it. The class would be computer repair. These students could then give assistance around the school for computer problems.

III. Old Business
A .Discussion/approval of 2010/2011 budget
1. Andy Ishibashi presented a budget for next year. He said that the district would not let Lowell cut one Assistant Principal position. Andy cut the librarian position to 1.6 and added the $300,000 PTSA money. The total number of teachers was increased to 96.6. He is projecting an increase of 75 students after the 10 day count. He recommends that any funds generated from this increase and/or AP tests, be used for the following:
a. .2 Activities Director

b. .5 AP coordinator

c. .2 Athletic Director
d. .2 Counselor

2. Andy suggests the following positions be funded by Alumni or other funds

a. Info Systems administrator

b. Theater Tech (1.0)

c. Nurse (.2)

d. Peer Resources (.75)

e. ROP (1.0)

f. Librarian (.4)

3.  Dennis Weaver moved to adopt the budget as presented by Mr. Ishibashi. He amended the motion to add a .2 athletic director, to be paid for out of the additional $20,000 PTSA money, which was collected at the last community meeting. Robert Emerson seconded the motion. Kathy Melvin stated that the union is asking teachers not to vote for any budget that increases class size. The motion passed with the following vote totals: in favor- 17, opposed- 2, abstentions- 4.
WSF Budget Approved: 1 Principal, 3 Assistant Principals, 5.8 Counselors, 1 Dean, 1.4 Librarians, 7 Department heads, 92.25 Teachers, 0.5 JROTC, 7 Clerks. For Supplies: $1818 WSF, $1786 Prop H, $13,961 for SpEd/LEP
Selected totals after augmentation from PTSA/Prop H: 1.6 Librarians, 96.6 Teachers.

More staffing/funds may become available through Lowell Alumni Association/PTSA

B. Prioritization of unfunded needs. This will be discussed at the next meeting on April 12. 
IV. Adjournment – Laura Neri moved to adjourn the meeting; Deborah Aghib seconded the motion. Motion passed and the meeting was adjourned at 5:26 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,

Linda Guitron, Corresponding Secretary

